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Section I —Introduction

A. Objective
To define terminology from OSHA Respiratory Protection Final Rule (29 CER Part 1910)
B. Applicability

All m_t_aricr-c_er_tiﬁed firefighters of the Glastonbury Fire Department when the incident involves an IDLH
atrosphere or-incipient stage of a-fire.

C. References

Town of Manchester Fire-Rescue-EMS — General Operating Guideline
Section I — Guideline
All personnel shall understand the definitions pertaining to. 2 in/2. out

IDLH ATMOSPHERE

An atmospheric concentration of any toxic, carrosive or asphyxiant substance that poses an immediate threat to life;

would cause irreversible or delayed health effects; would interfere with an individual’s ability to éscape froma
dancerous atmosphere

Where the responders cannot identify or reasonably estimate responder exposure; the respender shall consider the
atmosphere to be IDLH.

Regarding structure fires: there is no IDLH thréshold assigned for'the substance we know as smoke. OSHA defines

-structures that are involved i fire beyond the incipient stage as IDLH atmospheres.
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INCIPIENT FIRE

A fire which is in the initial or beginning stage and which can be controlled or extinguished by portable fire
extinguishers, Class 11 standpipe or smali hose systems ‘without the need for protective clothing or breathing
apparatus (OSHA)

2IN/2QUT

Upon 4 size-ip which clearly indicates an IDLH situdtion, and involves the:probability of employing an offensive
strategy, there shall be a minimum of two (2) ldentu:ally equipped-and protected personmel specifically assigned

outside the IDLH (OUT) before any responder’ teams are permitted to entér an IDLH atmosphere (IN) except as
provided in OSHA standards.

The 2 OUT team is. specifically d'es:’gned to affect Firefighter Rescue and not occupant réscue. This is not 2 Search
and Rescue team. S&R teams-must be specifically assigned for that purpose. -2-QUT teams are to be uiilized Strictly
for Firefighter Rescue (noting.exception of OSHA for one teamn membér to be assigned-other detail).

EXCEPTION TO (2N / 20UT)

If, upon arrival at the scene, responders find an imminent life-threatening situation where immediate action. may
prevent lois of life or serious injury; such action may be permitted with less than four responders on scene
(2IN/20UT rule) (OSHA) The-intent of this sectionis to pravide Jor immediate rescue when, and only when, a size-
up clearly indicates a life hazard does or there is a high probability that a life hazard does exist and that there is a
high probability of rescue success. The-exception does not allow for less thantwo (2) responders to esiter the IDLEH
nor for:the potential Fescuers to be improperly oulfitted (PPE and'SCBA) Upon entry.
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