Town of Glastonbury

2155 MAIN STREET - P.O. BOX 6523 « GLASTONBURY, CT 06033-6523 - (860) 652-7500
FAX (860) 652-7505

Richard J. Johnson
Town Manager

ITEM #7
04-24-2018 Meeting

April 20, 2018

The Glastonbury Town Council

2155 Main Street

Glastonbury, CT 06033

Re: Town Manager’s Report

Dear Council Members:

The following will keep you up-to-date on various topics.

1. Town Manager Expense Report

A copy of my expense report for the three months January through March 2018 was forwarded
separately. | will appreciate Council recognizing receipt of this report on Tuesday evening.

2. Uranium in Well Water

Per the attached, residents of Cedar Ridge Drive wrote to Council concerning high levels or uranium in
well water. The property owners hope to have Manchester Water service extended along Cedar Ridge
Drive. | have met with these property owners and will meet again the week of April 30%". To date, | have
advised that Town assistance is limited to technical advice involving design, construction, coordinating
with Manchester Water, etc. Town funding or direct construction services are not available. | will
appreciate Council comment in this regard.

3. 2017 Nitrogen Credit Trading Program

The established 2017 DEEP permit limit for nitrogen removal for WWT Operations was 98 pounds per
day and actual average in 2017 was 84 pounds per day. As a result of outperforming permit
requirements, DEEP will forward a payment of $2,646.

4, Police Awards

The Annual Police Awards Ceremony is scheduled for 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, May 23" in Council
Chambers.

5. Connecticut Siting Council Certificate of Environmental Compatibility

The CT Siting Council has approved the 150-foot communication tower for the Cavanna parcel off
Woodland Street. | have attached excerpts from the Commission’s Opinion and Decision and Order.
You will note comments concerning the monopine requested by the Town and Public Safety
Communications. Please let me know if you would like the applicant to attend a Council meeting to
review the viewscape for the monopine and monopole.




6. Small ZREC

The Town is awarded a project under the small (less than 100 kW hours) Zero Renewable Energy Credit
Program. Glastonbury has participated in this program since inception and completed a number of
successful solar PV projects accordingly. The new project is a 29 kW system to be installed on the new
Facility/Maintenance Barn. Purchase and installation of the solar PV system will be funded through a
state grant awarded for the Barn project. The system is estimated to generate $2,000 in annual savings.
Additionally, Glastonbury will receive a $2,871 annual payment from sale of the RECs. Proposals will be
submitted under the medium and large ZREC Program over coming weeks.

7. Hebron Avenue Reconstruction — Roundabout

The attached pages summarize the communications program developed for the above-referenced
project. Marketing & Communications Specialist Kathryn Paquette will coordinate and make certain
business and property owners along with the general public are up to date on project status. This has
been well received to date. )

ichard J\ JohAson
Town Manager

RJJ/sal
Attachments
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We are writing this letter on behalf of several homeowners residing on Cedar Riage Drive in
Glastonbury.

As you may be aware multiple water wells in our neighborhood have been tested in the last year and
found to have extremely high levels of uranium, making our drinking water nonpotable.

The current MCL {Maximum Contamination Limit) for uranium in public drinking water is 30 ug/|
according to the EPA. Our well water has found levels as high as 2200 ug/I. Uranium is considered to be
a heavy metal and may result in kidney damage over time. Levels above 300ug/I may not be safe for
showering either according to CT DPH Sanitation Engineer Tiziana Shea. Essentially every water well in
the new section of Cedar Ridge Drive has elevated uranium levels. Most households have been using
bottled water for drinking since this problem was discovered but we still use the contaminated water for
showering and washing clothes. Many families are concerned about long term health effects, especially

on their young children.

We explored multiple options and contacted CT DEEP, CT DPH, Glastonbury DPH, Manchester Water
Department, Connecticut Clear Water Supply and multiple others to see what can be done to mitigate

this issue.

Home mitigation systems are available for mild to moderately elevated uranium levels in the form of
anion exchange and reverse osmosis systems. We discussed options with several water treatment
contractors in Connecticut, Massachusetts and other states. The estimated costs of in house treatment
systems range from $ 12000 to $25000 per household. A local water contactor (Banner Water) offered
a solution but has not done high uranium mitigation systems in the past and another contractor (CT
Valley Artesian well) felt that the cost would be extremely high, and they cannot guarantee the
complete removal of uranium from our water. They also raised a health concern for their workers who
would be exposed to uranium residues in dry wells during maintenance of the systems. Ultimately they
declined to quote based on their employee safety concerns. Home mitigation systems may not provide
complete solution with possibility of still having health concerns after installation as well as ongoing
maintenance problems with systems and devaluation of our homes if these systems are present in our

homes.

Therefore, we feel that the only option for safe and reliable source of clean water is to connect to the
public water supply. Manchester Water Department (Mr. Kearney) has been extremely helpful and
expressed willingness of the facility to supply water to us. The main pipe line would have to be extended
about 500 feet and then connected to each house. Manchester Water Department has already made a
preliminary plan and they estimate that the extension would cost around $180000. There may be
additional costs if blasting is needed. Many of the homeowners have reached out to different state and
government departments to seek any possible funding loans or grant. Unfortunately, we do not seem

to qualify for any at this point.




We are therefore turning to town council and management for any assistance you may he able to
provide to us. Homeowners are willing to share the costs of the project, but we are looking for your
assistance in the form of financial cost sharing, loans, tax forgiveness, technical support, coordination
with Manchester Water or any other help you can provide to us.

We understand that the town has many other financial obligations but as a community we do not see
any other option to secure a clean water supply.

We greatly appreciate any support and hope to hear from you soon on this issue.

Sincerely,

Mojca Lorbar and Jeff Cardin
Claudia and Tony Soto
Barbara and David Edelheit
Julia and Greg Camarco

Naurin Hashmi and Arshad Yekta
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park/swimming pool on Hopewell Road. The proposed site would also serve as a base site to futther design
future wireless facilities to expand T-Mobile’s setvice into the latger surrounding area.

As an alternative to the towet, providing wireless service using a distributed antenna system, repeater,
microcell or other similar types of technology is not practical ot feasible given the large area of coverage
needed. A macrosite tower furthers the Council’s charge of promoting tower sharing to avoid the
unnecessary proliferation of towers in the state as it would be designed to support the co-location of three
additional telecommunication catriets and local and regional emetgency setvice antennas. The Town of
Glastonbury, a party in this proceeding, expressed interest in locating emergency setvice antennas ‘on the
tower. EcoSite would continue to consult with the Town to determine the Town’s emergency
communication needs and accommodate their tower space requirements. ’

The proposed facility consists of a 150-foot tower and an associated 50-foot by 50-foot compound area. T-
Mobile would install 9 panel antennas, 9 remote radio units, and one 2-foot diameter dish antenna on a low-
profile rigid T-arm mount at a centerline height of 146 feet above ground level. The Town’s preliminary list
of towet equipment includes three whip antennas and one dish antenna but the exact tower heights needed
for this equipment is not known at this time. Both T-Mobile and the Town would install equipment shelters
within the compound.

The proposed tower site is located in the heavily wooded, southwest portion of the propetty. The site is
remote, with the nearest property line and residence being 290 feet and 1,140 feet to the southwest,
respectively. Access to the site would follow an existing dirt road that extends from Woodland Street
through the property for a distance of 3,750 feet. From this point, 2 new access drive would extend south
from the existing dirt road and proceed uphill at a grade of ten petcent to the tower site. The northern end
of the new access dtive would utilize tetaining walls on both sides of the driveway to stabilize hillside slopes.
The precast modular block retaining walls would extend up to six feet in height. Preliminaty stormwater
controls for the new section of access drive would consist of tip-tap lined swales that would discharge as
‘sheet flow across the existing ditt road.

Undergtound utilities would be installed to the compound from an existing utility pole on Woodland Street.
The utilities would be installed along the edge of the existing ditt road except in locations where a culvert
watercourse crossing exists, requiring the utility line to be routed within the dirt road travel surface to avoid
impacts to watercoutses that cross under the road. The undetgtound utilities would then extend to the tower
site following the toute of a drainage swale along the new portion of access drive. EcoSite would examine
the feasibility of moving the underground utility line out of the swale to allow for easier access to the line if
emetgency repairs are necessary. - :

In the event an outage of commetcial powet occuts, T-Mobile will tely on a power battery unit and a propane
fueled Auxiliary Power Unit for emergency power. The generator will have an estimated 80 hours of run time
at average load conditions before refueling is requited. The Town may install its own emetgency power
generator at the site.

Development of the new access drive and compound area would require the clearing of approximately 1.26
acres of a mixed evergreen and deciduous forest dominated by oaks, beech, hickory, eastern hemlock and
black bitch. The towet site and new portion of access drive are not in areas mapped by the Natural
Resources Conservation Setvice as containing prime agricultural soils.

Thete ate no wetlands or watercourses within the construction limits of the new access drive and compound.
The proposed project would be constructed in compliance with the 2002 Connecticst Guiddelines for Soil Erosion
and Sedimentation Control.
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No recotds of species listed on the Depattment of Energy and Environmental Protection’s Natural Diversity
Database occur in the area. The proposed facility is not located near a National Audubon Society designated
Important Bird Area and the deslgn of the proposed facility would comply with United States Fish and
Wildlife Service guidelines for minimizing the potential impact of telecommunications towers to bird spedies.

The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) determined the project would have no adverse effect on
properties listed on or eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. In its determination letter to the
Applicant, SHPO recommends that the facility be constructed to be as non-visible as possible.

The proposed towet would be visible yeatr-round from approximately 317 acres within a two-mile radius of
the site with most of this visibility occutring from agticultural fields and otchatds a half mile south/southwest
of the site. When viewed from this area, the tower would be visible due to the lack of intervening vegetation
and would extend above the ridgeline backdrop. Some tesidential development is located within this area,
mostly along Matson Hill Road. Seven residences ate projected to have year-round visibility of the tower
within a half mile of the site. The visibility analysis indicates the surrounding area to the east, west and north
is hilly and has a developed tree canopy, limiting views of the tower to localized openings in the tree canopy.

The upper pottion of the tower would be visible from the Town’s Slocomb Mill preserve located along the
east side of Matson Hill Road. The presetve, approximately 0.3-mile northwest of the proposed tower,
contains a parking lot and the ruins of the Slocomb Mill. As one moves further east through the open atea
and closet to the treeline within the presetve, tower visibility is reduced. The proposed tower would not be
visible from any State-designated scenic roads or any “blue blazed” hiking trails maintained by the
Connecticut Forest and Park Association.

As for the final design of the 150-foot towet, the Council is sensitive to the Town’s concerns regarding .
visibility impacts to the surtounding community as well as to the recently developed Slocomb Mill presetve.
Although the Council acknowledges the Town prefets a monopine design at the site, the monopine may
appear out of scale with its sutroundings in certain locations, especially from a portion of Matson Hill Road
near the Slocomb Mill preserve and from open field areas on Matson Hill Road south of the site. When
viewed from these areas, the monopine would extend significantly above the existing tree canopy and would
have a wider profile than a typical monopole design, tending to dtaw a viewet’s attention to it: However, the
monopine would mote readily blend in with its surroundings when viewed from other locations, especially for
leaf-off views thtough spatse vegetation or from high elevation areas whete the monopole appears to extend
slightly above the sutrounding tree canopy and distant ridgelines. Furthermore, a monopine would cost an
additional $70,000 more than a standard monopole to account for a larger foundation and faux branches, and
may requite additional maintenance and antenna co-location costs.

Other stealth options examined for this proposed facility included a firetower design and a flagpole type
tower with flush mount antennas but these designs are not practical due to necessary tower heights to achieve

~ coverage, visual profile concerns, antenna deployment issues, limited tower sharing ability and overall cost.

After reviewing the visibility analysis, the Council will otdet either a monopine or a monopole tower at the
site contingent upon further consultation between the Town and the Applicant regarding the Town’s tower
space tequirements for emetgency communication equipment prior to submission of the Development and
Management (D&M) Plan for the project. The location of such equipment may be detrimental to a
monopine design, and if it is determined during the consultation process that the faux monopine branches
cannot adequately camouflage the Town’s communication equipment, thus reducing the effectiveness of the
monopine in concealing antennas and other tower mounted equipment, a standard monopole with platform-
mounted antennas can be constructed at the site, and submitted as part of the D&M Plan




DOCKET NO. 478 - Eco-Site, Inc. and T-Mobile Nottheast, LLC } Connecticut
application for a Cettificate of Environmental Compatibility and

Public Need for the construction, maintenance, and operation of a  } Siting
telecommunications facility located at 63 Woodland Street,
Glastonbury, Connecticut. -} Coundil

March 29, 2018

Decision and Ogder

Putsuant to Connecticut General Statutes §16-50p, and the foregoing Findings of Fact and Opinion, the
Connecticut Siting Council (Council) finds that the effects associated with the construction, maintenance, and
operation of a telecommunications facility, including effects on the natural environment, ecological balance,
public health and safety, scenic, historic, and tecreational values, agriculture, forests and parks, air and water
purity, and fish, aquaculture and wildlife are not disproportionate, eithet alone or cumulatively with other
effects, when compared to need, are not in conflict with the policies of the State concerning such effects, and
are not sufficient reason to deny the application, and therefore directs that a Certificate of Environmental
Compatibility and Public Need, as provided by General Statutes § 16-50k, be issued to Eco-Site, Inc,,
heteinafter referted to as the Certificate. Holder, for a telecommunications facility at 63 Woodland Street,
Glastonbuty, Connecticut. .

Unless otherwise approved by the Council, the facility shall be constructed, operated, and maintained
substantially as specified in the Council’s tecord in this matter, and subject to the following conditions:

"1. The tower shall be constructed either as a monopine or monopole at a height of 150 feet above ground
level (excluding faux monopiie branches) to provide the proposed wireless setvices, sufficient to
accommodate the antennas of T-Mobile Northeast, LLC, the Town of Glastonbuty, and other entities,
both public and private. The height of the towet may be extended after the date of this Decision and '
Ordet pursuant to regulations of the Federal Communications Commission. Prior to submission of the
Development and Management Plan to the Council, the Certificate Holder shall consult with the Town
of Glastonbury in regards to the Town’s emergency communication equipment needs and the
apptoptiateness of 2 monopine design based on those needs. The final tower design, either a monopole
or monopine, shall be determined after this consultation.

2. The Cettificate Holder shall prepare a Development and Management (D&M) Plan for this site in
compliance with Sections 16-50j-75 through 16-50-77 of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agendies.
The D&M Plan shall be setved on the Town of Glastonbuty for comment, and all parties and
ifitéfvenots as listed in the setvice list, and submitted to and apptoved by the Coundl prior to the
commencement of facility construction and shall include: )

a) final site plan(s) for development of the facility that employ the governing staridard in the State

. of Connecticut for tower design in accordance with the currently adopted International Building
Code and include specifications for the towet, tower foundation, antennas, and equipment
compound including, but not limited to, fencing, radio equipment, access road, utility line, and
emergency backup power soutce;

b) construction plans for site cleating, grading, utility installation, water drainage and stormwater
control, and erosion and sedimentation controls consistent with the 2002 Connecticut
Guidelines for Soil Erosion and Sediment Control, as amended;

¢) schedule for deployment of T-Mobile Nottheast LLC’s, and the Town of Glastonbury’s
equipment; and

d) hours of construction.
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